
 

 
Did You  Know…………..  

We need your help! 

The Museum is in need 

of your help. If you 

would like to volunteer 

to work at the 

Museum, please contact 

Curator Weed. 

Volunteers are needed 

to help extend the 

hours during the 

summer as well as to 

maintain the 

collections.  
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Summer has been a busy season at the 

museum.   The rodeo exhibit was a huge success, 

and highlighted the start of the rodeo as a 

picnic  for the Cattleman’s Association.   Thanks to 

Shannon McWhorter and the Rodeo Association 

the exhibit included rodeo regalia, posters, saddles, and other 

memorabilia from past rodeos.   It also featured old newspaper 

headlines that described previous years rodeos.   

July also saw the AutoXPO come to Fortuna and Rohner Park.   The 

museum staff was kept busy answering questions about the museum’s 

collection.  

September will bring a new exhibit, a back to school exhibit, featuring 

classroom materials form Virginia Belloni’s Kindergarten 

classroom.   Stop by to see if 

you can recognize things 

from the classroom or go 

through the old Fortuna high 

school yearbooks to marvel at 

“back to school” looks from 

the past. 

Support Your Local Museum! Donations to the Museum help support ongoing archival work and new exhibits. 

Fortuna has had the distinction of the High School in the City since the turn of 

the twentieth century. The first principal was Phillip Inskip who opened a 

private school with tuition for less than a dozen students for the salary of $5 a 

month.  In 1903, the staff was expanded by two teachers so that the school 

could be accredited by the University of California. The principal of the 

elementary school served part time at the High School, teaching math and 

science.  

Upcoming Events                       

Chamber Mixer:                                 

Wednesday, September 17th at 5:30pm   

Co-hosted with North Valley Bank 

Apple Harvest’s Big Park Variety Sale: 

Saturday, October 4th                              

Rent a table, contact the Museum.  



From  The  Di rec to r…………. .                          

An  Upda te  On  Our  Caboose !  

The restoration of Caboose #11 is 
progressing, albeit slowly, it is progressing. 
Dennis Wendt owner of Wendt Construction 
donated two men for 80 hours of work each. 
They were able to strip the exterior siding and 
install new. We special ordered new siding in 
4’ X 8’ sheets with a 4” groove pattern to 
duplicate original. We did encounter some rot 
that was repaired and we framed in a window 
on the west side of the caboose.  The previous 
owner had removed two of the original 
windows, installed a much larger aluminum 
clad window and installed an air conditioner 
where a window would have been. After we 
frame in the last window on the west side, Don 

Mueller owner 
of The Old House General will be completing 
the window repairs. With the hectic summer 
season coming to an end restoration of 
Caboose # 11 will soon become our top 
priority. We have received additional offers of 
help and look forward to presenting the 
refinished caboose to the public.    

If you  have any information on Caboose #11 
or Eel River Sawmills, would like to 
participate in the restoration  or would just 
like a tour of the caboose,  contact the 
Depot  Museum at (707) 725-7645 or the 
Park Office at (707) 725-7620. 

From  The  Curato r, Caro l i ne  Weed   

                                         Historic Photos Available For Purchase 

                           Rudy Gillard will print copies of existing photos in the Museum collection. Some photos                                           

will b available for immediate purchase, others will be available to order and will be                                          

delivered within a month. Come add a piece of local history to your collection! 

The Fortuna Depot Museum had 700 visitors during the month of July from as far 

away as Oregon, Texas, Ohio, Washington, Nevada, New Jersey, Indiana, Maine, 

Connecticut, Michigan, Idaho, various parts of California, Australia, England, Can-

ada, Brazil, El Salvador and Guatemala toured our museum.   

Congratulations to Patricia Frias, the Historical Commissioners 2008 Scholarship 

winner. Patricia will be attending Sonoma State.  

Recent donations to the Museum: a butter churn & crock pot from Carol Amer-Koch; 1955 Rodeo 

program from Danelle Kosarich; Gene Lucas donated photos of Eel River Sawmill.  

Summer hours will soon be ending for another year. Thanks to the wonderful volunteers who 

make it possible to keep the Museum open all week long! Our gift shop has new selections of 

books, both for children & adults.  


