
We need your help! 

The Museum is in need of 

your help. If you would like 

to volunteer to work at the 

Museum, please contact the 

Curator. Volunteers are 

needed throughout the 

year, to staff the front desk 

and for special projects.   

Call 725-7645. 
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City of Fortuna Depot Museum Newsletter  

The Fortuna Depot Museum had a very busy summer.  One 
of the attention-catching exhibits was a centennial 
connection between the Fortuna High Class of 1910 and the 
current Class of 2010.  Pictures from both classes garnered 
interest and comments.  Other exhibits featured the annual 
summer events held at Rohner Park.  T-shirts, hats and 
other memorabilia from the Auto XPo were displayed in 
the front of the museum.  Antique beer and wine bottles 
from Humboldt breweries and wineries  were a nod to Art 
and Wine in the Park and Hops in Humboldt.  Finally, 
rodeo pictures and items shared the history of the Fortuna 
Rodeo. 

Beyond the exhibits in the museum, another focus of 
Curator Dr. Alex Service and Historical Commission 
Chairperson Susan O’Hara is the writing of a pictorial 
history of Fortuna.  They are searching through the 
museum collection for pictures to tell the history of Fortuna 
and the Eel River Valley.  The book will be published by 
Arcadia Publishing as part of their “Images of America” 
series, and is set to be released in conjunction with the 2011 
Rodeo Week.  Service and O’Hara are enjoying researching 
the project and are looking forward to sharing their project 
with the public.  Both are donating their royalties from the 
book as a fundraiser for future museum exhibits. 

Support Your Local Museum! Donations to the Museum help support ongoing archival work and new exhibits. 
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Check out our “Reference 

Room”. We have what you may 

need to find friends from your 

past or to search for history from 

your hometown! 



From The Director…………..  John  Crotty                                           

 The City of Fortuna and the Fortuna Depot Museum lost one of 
our  most talented and valued employees last month as Craig Mesman 
chose to pursue other interests.  Craig became a City Carpenter in January 
of 2004.  During his six plus years of employment he made many 
significant contributions to the Fortuna Depot Museum including moving 
the caboose, renovating its interior and exterior and building the rock 
wall and concrete pad for it, designing and building the ADA ramp and 
door, making new signs, and most recently refurbishing the mantel from 
the Henry Rohner mansion.  The restoration of the Rohner  mantel is 
indicative of Craig’s talents, as the mantel had been stored under a house 
in Arcata for well over fifty years.  Craig masterfully refinished the 
mantel to near-original condition.  We are very appreciative of all of 
Craig’s contributions and we wish him well. 

 As we conclude our summer schedule I would like to thank our 
volunteers Lila Reynolds, Roberta Page, Ellen Emmons, Fran Champ and Marline Rienks who donated 
so willingly of their time.  Their efforts allowed us to keep the museum open seven days a week 
throughout the summer and our hectic special event season. 

Did You  Know…………..  

In 1895 Fortuna became the first town in the Eel River Valley to have electric lights.  
Eureka was the first to have power in the county, but Fortuna was close behind.  W.J. 
Swortzel and W.G. Williams who operated the Humboldt Milling Company made the 
decision to light the town.  They put in a plant for $4000, and were soon supplying 
power to 600 lights, scattered throughout 
the valley.  An 1896 newspaper article 
describes how a traveler to the region in a 
horse and buggy was trying to make it to 
Fortuna one evening.  The traveler had to 
light a match frequently to make sure he 
was on the road.  When he saw the lights 
of Fortuna, he knew he was safe.   (Eel 
River Valley Advance, May 30, 1896.)  

Right: Electrical wires are very clearly 

visible in this photo of a parade on Main 

Street in 1898. Main Street 1898, from the Fortuna Depot Museum collection 

Fortuna Garden Club Home Tour 

The Depot Museum staff and the Historical Commissioners are excited to announce that the Depot 
will be one of the stops on the annual Fortuna Garden Club Christmas Home Tour.  The museum 
will be decorated with a variety of traditional holiday décor, including a Victorian tree featuring 
toys from the era.  Dates and times to be announced. 



 

 

Over this summer, Fortuna Historical Commission Chair Susan O’Hara and I have been working with the 

Depot’s photograph collection to create a forthcoming book, Images of America: Fortuna and the Eel 

River Valley.         

The book is being published by Arcadia Press, a national publishing house that focuses on telling local 

history through photographs.  It is due out in summer of 2011, with a release date to coincide with next 

year’s Fortuna Rodeo and Auto XPo. 

The Depot has an excellent collection of historic photographs, but there is always a need to expand the 

collection.  Many families that have lived in the area for decades must have family photos which could 

add greatly to the museum’s photographic archives.  You may have pictures of houses or of businesses 

that aren’t otherwise represented in the museum’s collection.  You may have photos of your ancestors in 

Fortuna in the old days, old school photos, action shots from the Fortuna Rodeo, pictures from 

earthquakes or floods — all of these and more can make the museum’s collection richer and preserve the 

knowledge of our region’s history for coming generations. 

Thanks to a scanner purchased for the Arcadia book project, we have the ability to quickly scan your 

historic photographs and return them to you while you wait.  So if you have photos you’d like to share, for 

the book project and/or for the museum’s collection, you don’t have to choose to donate your family’s 

heirloom photographs to the museum.  We can easily scan them and add the images to the Depot’s 

collection, while you keep the originals. 

In working on the book we’ve found several topics that need to be better represented in the museum’s 

photograph collection.  These include: photographs of mills in and around Fortuna,  original photographs 

(not newspapers) from the 1955, 1964, or other historic floods, photos of earthquake damage, agricultural 

work in the area, photos of Fortuna High School sports teams, school plays and other school activities, 

and photographs of Fortuna businesses in the 1930s through 1960s.  This is by no means an exhaustive 

list, but it gives an idea of some of the things we’re looking for. 

When looking at one’s own family photographs, it’s easy to forget how  quickly our past becomes history!  

Here at the Fortuna Depot Museum, we’re hoping you will be willing to share your family history with us, 

and help us tell the stories of Fortuna and the Eel River Valley. 

Right: One of the photos from the Depot 

Museum collection that will appear in the 

Images of America book is this shot of a 

masquerade party at the Firemen’s Pavilion 

skating rink in 1942.  Unfortunately, none of 

the people in the photograph are identified.  If 

you think you may recognize someone here, 

or would like to come in to the museum for a 

closer look at the photo, please give us a call 

at 725-7645. 

Wanted: Your  H i s tor ic  Photos  o f  For tuna !  

Alex  Se r v i ce , Fo r tuna  Depot  Museum Curator  



The Fortuna Depot Museum is partnering with the Fortuna Cemetery District to present “Grave Matters 

and Untimely Departures,” a Halloween tour of 

Fortuna’s Sunrise Cemetery. 

On Halloween, Sunday,  October 31, there will be an 

afternoon show from 1:00 — 3:00 and an evening 

show from 5:00 — 7:00.   Tours leave every 10 

minutes.  There will be parking at Newburg Park, and a 

shuttle running from the park to Sunrise Cemetery.  

Comfortable shoes are a must, as well as flashlights 

for the evening performance.  Tickets are $10, or $35 

for a family of four, and refreshments are           

available for sale on site. 

The Depot Museum will host a Halloween open house and 

reception after the afternoon tour, from 3:00 — 5:00.  

Featured at the reception will be a new exhibit focusing on the history of Sunrise Cemetery and going 

more in depth into the stories of some of the people who appear as characters on the cemetery tour. 

During the tours, costumed actors will portray figures from Fortuna’s past who are buried at Sunrise 

Cemetery.  Henry Rohner, founder of Rohnerville, makes an appearance as the host of the tour, along 

with Fortunans such as high school hero Launcelot Beacom, who became the first Fortuna boy to die in 

World War I, Daisy Natwick, one of the first triplets born in Humboldt 

County, and pioneer James Rowley, who will relate a dark tale of family 

feud and murder.  Tragic and heroic deaths, suicides and a mysterious 

possible murder are among the stories that will be told by some of the 

historic “residents” of Sunrise.  

The project is a fund-raiser for the Cemetery District, which maintains 

seven cemeteries in Fortuna, Rohnerville and Hydesville.   

 

Grave  Matters  and  Unt imely  Depar tures  

The story of “Humboldt’s First Triplets” will be told in “Grave Matters 

and Untimely Departures,” on Halloween at Sunrise Cemetery. 

Launcelot Beacom, FHS Class of 1917, is standing at far right in 

this photo of the 1916-17 school baseball team.  Launcelot was 

the first Fortuna boy to die in the “war to end all wars,” and he 

appears as a character in the Halloween cemetery tour. 


