
We need your help! 

The Museum is in need of 

your help. If you would like 

to volunteer to work at the 

Museum, please contact the 

Curator. Volunteers are 

needed throughout the 

year, to staff the front desk 

and for special projects.   

Call 725-7645. 
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 The Depot Museum was decked out for  the holidays in 
December.   The museum was decorated with holiday trimmings and 
was one of the stops on  the Fortuna Garden Club’s annual 
Christmas Home Tour.    Christmas traditions from around the 
world, and their history, were highlighted.   One of the exhibits 
featured the various images of Santa Claus and how they have 
changed over time.   The museum’s postcard collection helped 
illustrate different Santas, including one from 1909 dressed in 
purple.   There was also a Victorian tree as well as poinsettias 
donated by Fortuna ACE Hardware for the day.    

 The new year brings new exhibits, including one on the Fortuna 
Monday Club, one of several women’s organizations that date back 
to the turn of the 20th century.    Other exhibits planned for  the year 
have a focus of looking back 100 years, as 1911 was a very busy year 
in the Eel River Valley (see Curator Service’s article on page 3).   In 
conjunction with the Fernbridge centennial, there will be an exhibit 
featuring the Depot’s collection of Fernbridge construction photos.    

 The museum will also be launching the upcoming publication 
of Fortuna and The Eel River Valley, a photographic history, by 
Arcadia Press in July.    Dr. Service and Susan O’Hara have finished 
writing the book, and are excited to see it in print. 

 We hope that you can stop by and see “What’s New” around 
the museum soon.   Also, if you are interested in volunteering, please 
contact our curator Dr. Service.  

Support Your Local Museum! Donations to the Museum help support ongoing archival work and new exhibits. 

’ …………

This Valentine’s Day post-

card was  mailed on Feb. 9, 

1910, to Ethel Johnston in 

Arcata from her aunt in 

Petrolia.  It is one of many 

early 20th-century Valen-

tines on display at the    

Depot this winter. 



From The Director…………..  John  Crotty                                            

 The City of Fortuna will be performing a number of improvements in Rohner Park over the next two 
months. Projects include replacing play equipment and the arched foot bridge, painting the interior of the 
Pavilion and exterior of the Park Office, replacing roofing on the Rohner Recreation Hall and Park Office, 
completing the Bocce Ball Courts, paving throughout the park and numerous ADA upgrades. Three projects 
which will directly benefit the Depot Museum are replacing the museum roof, painting the exterior and 
completion of the caboose restoration project. 

 The roof and paint projects will both be performed by contractors and the caboose restoration is being 
performed by City staff and contractors. A large portion of the caboose work has been completed, including 
interior painting, replacement of damaged glass, painting 
the ice box doors, re-installing the antique restroom fixtures, 
and installing interior trim.  

 We are having a desk custom made for the south end 
of the caboose to replicate the missing original.  Estimated 
arrival and installation date is the second week of February. 
The caboose restoration project has taken far longer than we 
anticipated when the Noble family donated NWP Caboose 
#11 in 2006, but we are optimistic the final results will be 
worth the wait. We hope to offer the caboose as an extension 
of the museum and to eventually house items of historical 
significance to both Eel River Sawmills (where the caboose 
was used as an office for many years) and the 
North Western Pacific Railroad. 

 

Depot Welcomes Authors of Place Names of Humboldt County 

 Dennis and Gloria Turner, authors of the revised Place Names of Humboldt County, will be signing 

copies of their book at the Fortuna Depot Museum on Saturday, February 19 from 12:00 – 2:00. 

 The first edition of the place names compendium was published in 1993.  It went out of print in 

1997, and since then it has been a rare and sought-after resource for historians and history buffs alike.  

The copy in the research room at the Depot was used so much that it literally fell apart, and had to be 

put into a spiral binder.  Seventeen years of research by the Turners has culminated in the second, 

revised edition, released in the fall of 2010. 

 Both editions have been a labor of love for the Turners, who are descendants of north coast 

pioneers.   In his preface to the first edition, Dennis Turner wrote of his childhood fascination with the 

stories of Humboldt County “old timers.”  The place names book had its beginnings in 1980, when 

Dennis Turner was telling the couple’s two daughters about the history of Fortuna’s three different 

names (Slide, Springville and Fortuna).  Gloria suggested that he write down the story, and that simple 

beginning led to the decades-long project of researching and documenting over 3000 Humboldt County 

place names. 

  The authors will have copies of their book available for sale and signing at the Fortuna 

Depot Museum on February 19, and will be happy to speak with visitors about their adventures in 

researching Humboldt County’s history. 

Above: Moving the caboose into place in December 2006 



 

While Historical Commission Chair 

Susan O’Hara and I were working on the 

forthcoming book Images of America: 

Fortuna and the Eel River Valley (due to 

be released in July of this year), we 

made a discovery that we hadn’t 

expected.  Coincidentally, this year is the 

100th anniversary of many important 

events in our region. 

 As a result of this timely 

discovery, many of the Depot’s exhibits 

this year will have a “100 years ago” 

theme.  Our 2011 changing exhibits will 

include the history of Boy Scouting in 

Humboldt County (the first Boy Scout troop in Humboldt was formed in Fortuna in January 1911), the 

disastrous Main Street fire of June 12, 1911 and the 

town’s subsequent recovery in time to stage a major 

Fourth of July celebration, the construction of 

Fernbridge (completed in November 1911), and the 

history of Women’s Suffrage in California — 

California’s women, we learned in our research for 

the book, won the right to vote in a special election 

held in October 1911.  (The Humboldt Beacon 

reported that the first woman to register to vote in 

Fortuna was Beatrice “Bertie” Hansen, who was also 

Fortuna’s first female postmaster.)  We will also 

feature an exhibit this spring highlighting the Fortuna 

High School graduating classes of 1911 and 2011. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1911  —  What  a  Year !  

Alex  Se r v i ce , Fo r tuna  Depot  Museum Curator  

Top: Townspeople and Volunteer Fire Depart-

ment members are visible in this photograph taken 

during the June 12, 1911 fire, which destroyed the 

Fortuna Baking Company at 12th and Main.  The  

concrete Bank of Fortuna building was constructed 

on the site, replacing the destroyed building. 

Middle: An image from the Depot Museum collec-

tion shows  an early stage in the construction of 

Fernbridge.  Bottom: The May 1911 Volunteer 

Fire Department fundraising games included a pil-

low fight between the Hose Company and Hook 

and Ladder Company.  (Photo courtesy FVFD) 



In January, the Depot received a call from Shelby Schoenhofer, a Junior at Fortuna High.  For  an English class 

project, Shelby chose to research the history of the Fortuna Rodeo.  The end product of her project was an 

exhibit in the display window at the High School library.  Shelby came to the museum to study the rodeo materials 

in the Depot collection.  With the mentoring of Depot Curator Alex Service and FUHS Librarian Darleene 

Sampson, Shelby selected items from the Depot collection which were loaned to the school for the duration of her 

exhibit.   

Shelby described her project: “I wanted to use facts, information and visual objects to catch the interest of those 

who may not know about rodeo.  When I 

contacted Alex Service,  the curator of the 

Depot Museum,  I was excited to learn that 

this year will be the 90th anniversary of the 

Fortuna Rodeo.  I was so intrigued about this, 

I decided to use that as my theme.  Alex 

helped me immensely with finding interesting 

posters, ribbons, hats, pictures and even a 

Rodeo bumper sticker.  In addition to the 

artifacts I borrowed from the museum, I 

brought in other tack and western necessities 

such as spurs, ropes, cowboy hats and lots 

more, and arranged them in the display 

window. This window supplied the visual 

support for the presentation of my research on rodeo to my English 

class. “ 

 Here at the Depot we were 

delighted to work with Shelby and FUHS, 

and hope this will be the first of many 

rewarding shared projects. 

For tuna  High  School  Student  Des igns  Rodeo Exh ib i t  

The Fortuna Historical Commissioners and  

Fortuna Mayor Doug Strehl honored Depot  

volunteers at a reception in December 2010.   

Shown are, left to right, Ellen Emmons, Marline 

Rienks, Lila Reynolds, Doug Strehl, Commission 

Chair Susan O’Hara, Commissioner and volunteer 

Roberta Page, Fran Champ,  Cathy Will, and  

Curator Alex Service. 

Shelby Schoenhofer, a Junior at FUHS, poses 

by her exhibit “The History of the Fortuna 

Rodeo: Celebrating  90 Years.” 


